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Course Description:   

Course covers the origins and development of Oral History as an academic discipline, with explorations of key oral history documents and projects over the last century.

Also covers methods, techniques, ethics, and best practices in the production of an oral history project. Each class completes oral history interviews with local residents in regard to a specific time period in 20th century American history.

Course Objectives:  
The primary objectives of the course are: 

1. To promote a better understanding of the practice and uses of oral history within the framework of 20th century American history. 

2. To foster an appreciation for the dynamics of the historical process.

3. To foster an appreciation for the significance of the life experiences of members of the local community in our development of “history” and our understanding of the past.

4. To provide a deeper knowledge and understanding of particular episodes / time periods of the past hundred years of American life. 

5. To provide an introduction to the techniques of oral history and historical analysis through assignments that require historical research in preparation of an oral history project, the interview of a community member regarding the issue under study, transcription and analysis / reconciliation of the interview, and an analysis of the interview’s value to the historian.

Student Learning Outcomes:   

After successful completion of this class students should be able to:

	Gen. Ed.  Outcomes

1A & 1B, 5A & 5B
5A & 5B
5A & 5B, 7B

1A & 1B, 5A & 5B, 7A & 7B 

5A & 5B, 7A & 7B
	· Demonstrate their understanding of the practice and uses of oral history 
         through exams, class discussion, and completion of an oral history project.

· Assess and explain the dynamics of the historical process in regard to 
         the issues / time period specific to the oral history project.

· Utilize the techniques of oral history to prepare for and conduct an 
         interview with a member of the local community with an emphasis on a 
         particular time period or issue.

· Research, analyze, and reconcile discrepancies between an oral
         history interview and the historical record / other accounts of the same 
         period or issue. 

· Evaluate the significance of the interview both in regard to an 
         understanding of American history and the larger oral history project of the
         class.


Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F) or Pass-No Pass; Audit
Prerequisites:
Recommended: Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115.
Required Text:
Parks, Robert, and Alistair Thomson, ed.s. The Oral History Reader
Major Topic Outline:
What is oral history, and how is it different?

Historiography: The history of oral history

Ethical issues in oral history

Memory and oral history

Analysis and Interpretation in oral history

Methods: Preparation for the interview

Methods: Conducting the interview

Methods: Transcription and use of the interview

When all is said and done: “Truth” and oral history

